
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, September 14, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the Secretary being 
present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, President Pro Tem Dana Reich, 
Councilmembers Stacey A. Hackman, Dane W. Bicher, Ronald L. Ream, and Jeffrey L. Thomas, Mayor Gloria R. 
Ebling, Solicitor Amy B. Leonard, Treasurer Gale Edwards, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Assistant Manager 
Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.   

The President opened the meeting at 6:34 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

Dana Reich motioned, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded, to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting held on August 10, 2021.  Motion unanimously carried.  

The President opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments.   

Troy Herzer – 240 E. Main Avenue – discussed some concerns on the rental licensing program. President Rittle 
stated this item will be discussed more in depth at the September Committee meeting. Solicitor Leonard urges 
people to read the draft ordinance and then come with questions and concerns based on what is actually written 
in the draft . After the last meeting, a list of the concerns and questions was created for Council to look at those to 
review and discuss.     

Bruce Eckenroad – 21 S. College Street – stated the Borough website states the start date for the rental licensing 
program is October 13, is that correct or has it changed. President Rittle explained the process to enact an 
ordinance, he stated Council has not approved the advertisement for the rental licensing ordinance for adoption.  
Property maintenance issues were discussed. Code Enforcement Officer Neely explained the process for violations.  

Vice President Haverstick stated they are trying to do what they can to make a better community. There needs to 
be some standard set to follow.  

Solicitor Leonard stated Council understands one of the major concerns about this program is that there is an 
inspection component. The goal of putting out an inspection checklist is so that people will know what the range 
of the inspection will be. Council heard at the last meeting what landlords are not comfortable with in the check 
list. Council needs a chance to sit down, distill all the feedback they got, and talk about it. Council needs a chance 
to discuss these issues and then see where to go from there. Myerstown Borough is not the first municipality to 
pass a residential rental license ordinance with an inspection component. When someone can show this 
ordinance is illegal or unconstitutional, then we can talk about that. Until then, Council will focus on the concerns 
that have been raised by landlords so they can look at where changes maybe made that could accommodate the 
concerns they heard.  

The following organizational reports were presented to Council for review and discussion:  
Myerstown Vitality Partnership and Isaac Meier Homestead Committee.  
 
The following official’s reports were presented to Council for review and discussion: Mayor’s Report, Code 
Enforcement and Zoning Report, Solicitor’s Report, Assistant Manager’s Report, and Manager’s Report.  
 
Dana Reich motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to accept the Treasurer’s Report for August 2021 as 
submitted and have it placed on file for audit.  Motion unanimously carried.  

Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to approve the payment of bills as submitted 
with the addition of the Crystal Springs bill. Motion unanimously carried.   

Dave Smiley, Kevin Pinegar, and Randall Sweigart from the Goodwill Fire Company were present to discuss their 
request to be dispatched as an automatic aid responder on all fire department responses in the borough.  Dave 
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Smiley stated they are making major improvements. They want to be useful and fully serve the community. Dave 
Smiley stated Council has the control over who responds to emergency calls. He explained what would be 
required from the Borough to add them as an automatic aid responder. They want a better relationship with the 
Keystone and Kutztown Companies. They are not asking for more money. They just want to be dispatched to 
things that would help the community. The Goodwill Roster, equipment, scene protocol, response time, and the 
911 call dispatching system was discussed. Council will discuss the request.  

Council reviewed a lease proposal from Forte Piano Music Studio for an additional room rental in the Myerstown 
Community Center.  Dana Reich motioned, and  Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to approve to enter into a lease 
agreement with Forte Piano Music Studio for a 33-month lease of a room on the second floor of the Myerstown 
Community Center in the amount of $250 per month, starting October 1, 2021, with a 3% increase in rent starting 
on January 1, 2023, authorize the Solicitor to finalize the terms of the lease agreement, and authorize the Council 
President to execute the lease agreement. Motioned unanimously carried.  

Manager McKenna discussed a proposal for improvements to the basketball court in the recreation area as part 
of an Eagle Scout Project. Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to approve the 
proposal to replace, repair, and repaint damaged elements of the basketball court in the recreation area by 
Nathan Yang for his Eagle Scout Project, to include replacing the backboards, repairing, and repainting the rims, 
poles, court lines, and park benches. Motion unanimously carried.  

Council discussed the capital improvements needed at the community library. The Solicitor will check the deed 
for the library to see if there are any restrictive covenants.  A quote was received from Gable & Son Construction 
for repairs to the roof.  Dane W. Bicher motioned, and  Jeffery L. Thomas seconded, to approve a quote from Gable 
& Son Construction to repair the library roof for $3,435.00. Motioned unanimously carried.   

The draft ordinance which will amend Ordinance #727 by amending Chapter 20, Part 1 of the Myerstown 
Borough Codified Ordinances to restrict the placement or storage of garbage and refuse containers on the front 
porch, front yard, or sidewalk was presented.  Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, 
to authorize the advertisement of Ordinance 864 – An Ordinance Amending Ordinance #727 by Amending the 
Provisions of Chapter 20, Part 1, Related to Garbage and Refuse Storage and Collection. Motion unanimously 
carried.  

Council may discuss the proposed Residential Rental Licensing and Inspection Ordinance. Manager McKenna 
stated the main item is to get a timeline. He will post on the website it is temporarily postponed. Vice President 
Haverstick stated the comments he received were on some of the requirements. The checklist should be reviewed 
to see if it could be simplified. Councilmember Ream stated the timeline for compliance may need to be longer. 
Manager McKenna stated there is leeway in the ordinance for the Code Enforcement Officer to have that ability.  
Tenants’ personal information was discussed. Manager McKenna stated other municipalities he talked to have it 
for per capita tax reasons. We do not have a per capita tax. Council discussed information that could possibly be 
eliminated from the form.  
Trash Hauler requirement, Council discussed that just the name of the hauler would be enough on the 
application. Access requirement, Solicitor Leonard stated the ordinance states the landlord needs to advise the 
tenant that the Borough has this rule. The landlord is to make the ordinance available to their tenant. We want 
them to show the tenant the ordinance, so tenants know once every three years the landlord is going to give the 
Borough access to do the inspection. Floor Plan requirement, Council discussed no plan, but added questions on 
number of bedrooms, bathrooms, and approximate square footage. Relative units, Council discussed what will 
qualify as a family member and if exemptions can be granted. The Solicitor will clarify the language for attorney 
fees. Council will review the check list for discussion at the September Committee meeting.      

Council recessed the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Council reconvened the regular session at 9:15 p.m.  

Manager McKenna discussed code enforcement in the borough. He reviewed the process for violations. At no 
point is anyone getting any fines. Some municipalities have instituted a ticketing ordinance. Certain property 
maintenance violations are chosen, and fines are given for non-compliance. Council will consider.  



 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, September 14, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Council discussed the request to close the parking lot at 6 E Main Avenue to all parking for the annual 
community block party.  Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Dana Reich seconded, to authorize the closure of 
the parking lot at 6 E Main Avenue to all parking on Saturday, September 25, 2021 from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. for 
the use of the annual community block party. Motion unanimously carried.  

Assistant Manager Ludwig discussed concerns with the mini-split HVAC units in the Borough Offices. One of the 
units is not working correctly. This unit is for several Borough offices. The quote to replace the system was 
$12,000.00. Vice President Haverstick explained the problem. Council does not want to replace to the same 
brand because of all the problems. Vice President Haverstick stated the Assistant Manager should contact Dale 
E. Wentling Inc. and have them come look at the system.  

Manager McKenna reviewed the proposal for the insurance renewal from Zinn Insurance.  Dana Reich motioned, 
and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to accept the proposal for the insurance renewal from Zinn Insurance. Motion 
unanimously carried.  

President Rittle asked for a motion to add an item to the agenda. The Minimum Municipal Obligations (MMO) 
must be approved for the Borough pension plans. Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Dana Reich seconded to 
add the MMO Calculations for approval to the agenda. Motion unanimously carried.     

Dana Reich motioned, and Dane W. Bicher seconded, to approve the MMO Calculation for the Non-uniform 
Pension Plan. Motioned unanimously carried.  

Stacey A. Hackman motioned, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to approve the MMO Calculation for the Police 
Pension Plan. Motion unanimously carried.   

Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 9:52 p.m. to discuss personnel matters.    

Council returned from Executive Session at 10:20 p.m. reconvening the regular session. 

The Goodwill Fire Company request was discussed. President Rittle stated if Council says no, then why do we keep 
recognizing them. If we do not give them the opportunity to redeem themselves, then we should cease to recognize 
them. Councilmember Ream stated the Goodwill Fire Company did do what we asked, now it is for us to do our 
part.  

Councilmember Ream stated the Keystone Fire Company did a walk through at Steve Hansen’s building. There is 
a streetlight in the borough parking lot. The wires will create a problem for the ladder truck if there is ever an 
emergency there.  there is nothing needed right now, but if there are any improvements it should be addressed.  

The President asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.  Seeing none, he asked for 
a motion to adjourn. 

Park W. Haverstick, II motioned, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion unanimously 
carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:31 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Lisa A. Brubaker, 
       Deputy Secretary     
                


